M. Mchael Friedman, Lead Deputy Commi ssioner
Epoﬂ andLDrug FéAdm nistration

i shers Lane, Room1471 COL T T TER —A RO AR
Rockville, Md. 20857 ATl e L -6 AYAC

Dear M. Friedman,

The rapidity with which genetic engineering is noving into
U.S. agriculture, and the apparent .promotion of the practice
by the three Federal Agencies which are supposed to regulate
crops and foods is a matter of grave concern to me. It is
apparent that citizens are bei ng left outof this entire
process, Once again corporate “acience ™ i S using massive
[%ersuaston techniques to sell us a_ product and a process.

The claimis made that genetic engineering (GE) of our food
is not only harmess buf that it i's the answer to feeding
bur geoni ng” human popul ations around the worl d.

There is no evidence to support any of these clainms. .
Actually, none of the GE crops has any of the characteristics

required to produce nore food. In fact, they require special
soils, huge machinery, increased use of chenicals. Using
Monsanko as an exanmpl’e, GE erops are deliberately designed to
tolerate nassive application or Monsant o' s herbici de Roundup.
Roundup is one of the corporation’s biggest noney makers.

Geat nonopolies are being created in this entire process;

nonopol ies on primary foods, in the production of terninator
one season only) seeds, In a forced market for Roundup use.

anners w | be”dependent upon a single supplier for seeds.
O gani ¢ farmers coul d be squeezed out of this picture.

The risks in genetic engineering of foods are not known. The
olicies of the USDA, FDA, and EPA are all complicit in estab-
i shing policies which offer no protect-ion whatsoever t o- - peopl e
or the environment. No records are required to indicate which
farms and conpani es are producing GE foods. No |abeling of
crops and products is required. consuners are deprjved of
maki ng inforned choice when purchasing foed. Under these con-
ditions who will evenknow about or be able to trace health
effects from consunption of these foods, or from the gross con-
tam nation of soils caused by extensive single herbicidal use?

| amwiting to protest the existing and planned monopolistic
control of food production, over farmers and agricultural
ractices; specifically over the foods | may be eating or may
e forced to eat. | protest the environnental threats to the
soil and the earth, which can only be translated into threats to

human heal t h.

At the very least, a noratorium on approvals and renewal s of
CE crops bly your agency shoul d be imediately instituted and a
system of Tlabeling to identify GE foods should be established,

This could be a first step in restoring to us the civil rights
whi ch are being confiscated by corporate powers.

Thank you for your attention to these issues. A reply would
* be appreciated.

Si ncerely vyours,
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